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The Lord Is Good

Nahum 1:1-15

Nahum begins with the oracle that Nahum the Elkoshite received concerning Nineveh. In an earlier
generation, Jonah had proclaimed God'’s judgment to Nineveh, and the people of Nineveh repented
and escaped judgment. But afterward Nineveh returned to evil, and Assyria destroyed the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and oppressed the Southern Kingdom of Judah for a long time. Nahum
ministered after 663 BC and before the fall of Nineveh in 612 BC. Nineveh was overthrown by the
Babylonians and Medes in 612 BC. As Nahum proclaims the destruction of Nineveh, he shows how
God deals with evil and what kind of God He is to His suffering people. Through today’s passage, let
us examine why Nahum declares, “The Lord is good.”

First, God is slow to anger, but He ultimately puts an end to evil. Nahum introduces God as jealous,
avenging, and wrathful. But this is not emotional rage or human revenge. God is “slow to anger and
great in power.” He has the power to judge immediately, yet He is patient—but He does not leave
unrepentant evil forever. Verses 3-6 describe His power through whirlwind and storm, the drying up
of the sea and rivers, the shaking of mountains, and the melting of the earth. No one can stand
before God's wrath. Verses 9-12 show how the plans and power of Nineveh, which opposed God,
come to an end. In Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, a king arose who plotted evil against God, but
mighty Assyria will become powerless like a drunkard and vanish like dry stubble. No matter how
strong or numerous they are, God declares that He will ultimately cut them off. God’s patience is not
indifference to evil. God is slow to anger, but He will certainly bring evil to an end.

Second, God knows His people in trouble and breaks their yoke. In the midst of proclaiming
judgment, Nahum declares in verse 7: “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for
those who trust in him.” For those who take refuge in Him, His power is not fear but protection. In
particular, the phrase “he cares for” does not merely mean that He knows their situation; it means
that in His relationship with His people, He personally knows their suffering. From the latter part of
verse 12, God tells Judah, who had long suffered under Assyrian oppression, that they will no longer
be afflicted by them. And in verse 13 He declares, “I will break their yoke from your neck and tear
your shackles away.” The yoke and shackles represent the domination and oppression of Assyria
that had weighed down Judah. Then in verse 14, He says He will prevent Nineveh's name from
continuing, cut off the idols and images they relied on, and prepare their graves. God’s goodness is
revealed not only in knowing His suffering people but also in bringing an end to the very power that
bound them.

Third, God restores peace and worship where evil has ended. Verse 15 shows a messenger coming
over the mountains with the news of Nineveh’s destruction. The news he brings is not merely that
an empire has fallen, but the news of “peace”—that the oppression that had long weighed down
Judah has ended. So God tells Judah to celebrate their festivals and fulfill their vows. A people freed
from oppression worship God again. He also declares, “No longer will the wicked invade you”,
meaning that the forces that tormented them will never return. God's salvation does not stop at
merely ending suffering. Where evil has ended, He gives peace and causes His people to worship
Him and live again.

Nahum declares, “The Lord is good,” even in the face of mighty Nineveh’s evil and oppression. God’s
goodness is not a goodness that ignores evil. God determines the end of evil, becomes a refuge for
His suffering people, and finally gives them peace. Therefore, even when evil seems strong and
suffering continues, we must take refuge in God, who is a stronghold in times of trouble. The Lord is
good. That good God holds His people to the very end.
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